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PRESS RELEASE

Woodland Park, CO – March 18, 2020

For Immediate Release
It is extremely important that the City of Woodland Park communicate with all residents, employees, businesses and
stakeholders as the City continues responding to the COVID-19 Virus. This message is to all who live and work in
Woodland Park - all those who consider this beautiful community home. The COVID-19 Virus is new; however, the City
of Woodland Park, along with Teller County and other local governments, has a strong and successful history of
responding to challenges. Our community is strong and has demonstrated its collective capability to face things that
impact this City. Challenges such as the COVID-19 Virus can create some unsettling feelings – it is important that we not
let fears overcome us. This is a strong and resilient community, and we are all capable of caring for one another.
In alignment with the national and state and Teller County emergency declarations, on March 18, 2020, the City of
Woodland Park has declared a local disaster emergency in the City of Woodland Park. Declaring a state of emergency
opens opportunities for the City to access state and federal resources which will make it possible to have even more
effective responses, and to take important steps to address the COVID-19 Virus situation.
Many professionals, working through agencies with plentiful resources across our federal, state, and county
governments, have been working around the clock to prepare and respond, taking steps to reduce the impacts of the
virus when it does arrive in Woodland Park and the surrounding communities. These plans include deliberate steps using
the best information available, with the best interests of personal and public health and safety at the forefront. This is a
complex, demanding and changing environment where we are continually adjusting as additional information is learned.
There is no doubt that It will take time to get through the COVID-19 Virus, and expect that the situation will become
more heightened before it begins to get better. Please be assured everyone is doing their very best to keep all essential
public services open to the public, providing for the safety and well-being of everyone. Because our residents are
critically important to the solution, keeping everyone well informed remains a top priority.
The City recognizes and appreciates the burden that some of these steps may have on everyone, on the choices you
make, your access to public spaces and enjoying the company of others, having children out of school, and even
employment for some. Businesses have needed to adjust to the need for increased public precautions to limit the
spread of the virus. Please – the City is urging everyone to stay connected, and follow all necessary precautions. Now is a
critical time to ensure that factual information is used in your interactions and with your networks of friends, families
and work associates. There is no room for advancing rumors and finding blame – the City appreciates your help to
correct mis-statements when they come out in various platforms.
Please refer to the City of Woodland Park web page at city-woodlandpark.org for current information and links to
additional resources. The City is working with Teller County and other local agencies to provide the best and most up-todate information available, so that everyone is able to make informed decisions.
Together we will get through this, as we have endured through past emergency situations. As is true throughout the
local, state, and federal government, please know that the City of Woodland Park does not make these decisions lightly.
We are continuing to work closely with government partners at all levels to keep the impacts as minimal as possible,
while preserving the public’s health, safety and freedoms so critical to all of us.
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